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Section A
Answer all questions

1 What is the term for Northern Ireland political parties who want to stay part
of the United Kingdom?

[1]

2 Name one issue on which a referendum has been held.

[1]

3 What is the name for a political party’s views on issues such as education
and the environment?

[1]

4 Give one example of a country which is a dictatorship.

[1]

5 Name one opposition party in the UK Parliament.

[1]

12536 2
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6 What is meant by the term legislation? Examiner Only

Marks | Remark

[1]

7 What is the name for a pressure group that does not have close links to
the government?

[1]

8 Name one type of committee in the UK Parliament.

[1]

9 Give one way a person can participate in a democracy.

[1]

10 From the following list, choose one position which is not elected:
MLA, MP, Monarch and Local Councillor.

[2]
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11

12

13

12536

Give one responsibility of the media in a democracy.

[2]

Give one advantage of compulsory voting.

[2]

Read the following statements. Tick [v] the correct box to show if the
statements are features of the First Past the Post (FPTP) electoral
system or Proportional Representation (PR) electoral system. [4]

FPTP PR

Frequently leads to coalition governments.

Voters can only choose one candidate.

Candidates from smaller parties are more likely
to get elected.

The system is simpler and quicker.

Examiner Only

Marks | Remark




14 In the grid below match the correct term to the description provided. [5]

Radio

Manifesto E-petition

phone-in

Twitter feed

Press
conference

Politicians using social media to
express their views.

A published statement of party
aims.

When a politician answers
questions from journalists.

Online attempt by the public to
change government policy.

When a politician responds directly
to questions from members of
the public.
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Section B Examiner Only

Marks | Remark

Answer all questions

Read Source A and answer the questions that follow.

Source A:

More than half of the world’s population live in authoritarian countries where
elections are not allowed. A country cannot be democratic until it has free
and fair elections. This means people should be free to stand for election
and voters should be free to vote for whoever they choose. There must also
be freedom of the press.

15 Using Source A and your own knowledge, describe the features of a free
and fair election.

[5]
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16 Explain why free and fair elections are important in a democratic society. Examiner Only

Marks | Remark

[6]
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Read Source B and answer the question that follows. Examiner Only

Marks | Remark

Source B:

The major UK political parties hold different views on key issues. These have
been described as “left wing” and “right wing”. They affect party views on
issues such as the economy and education. For example, parties will hold
different views on taxation and government spending.

17 Using Source B and your own knowledge, explain some of the differences
between UK political parties on key issues.

[6]

12536 8



Read Source C and answer the question that follows. Examiner Only

Marks | Remark

Source C:

Political parties have a range of roles in a democracy. They represent
different views and groups within society. They try to achieve their goals

by making and voting on laws. Opposition parties can hold the government
accountable. Anyone can join a political party — it is one of the best ways to
get involved in politics.

18 Using Source C and your own knowledge, explain the roles of political
parties in a democracy.

[8]
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Marks | Remark

Answer all questions

19 “Referenda are a bad way to make maijor decisions.” Make a case in
support of this statement.

[10]
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20 Evaluate the following statement: “Lowering the voting age is the best way Examiner Only
to increase voter participation.” Marks [ Remark

In your answer you should include:

* arguments in support of the statement; and
* arguments against the statement.
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[16]

THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER
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